



AT THE CRIME SCENE

Searching for evidence
he quality and thoroughness of the search for evidence can make

or break a criminal investigation because there are usually no

second chances Once the search has been completed and the crime '

scene is released from its secure cordon valuable clues may be

destroyed removed or rendered worthless as evidence in court
-

No crime scene can be secured indefinitely MARKING OUT KEY EVIDENCE A

FINGERTIP SEARCH in order to safeguard the evidence it
investigators D(' crd 'roiv rrsocct;ors

Coveralls prevent a searchers clothing
contains. So when an investigation begins, single pfiowaraph, Documentation links the n'eers

from contaminating the scene. After one of the very first tasks is to search for rc an evidence nventorv and to a plan of the scene.
use, they are often examined for any relevant evidence as thoroughly as
residuol evidence,

possible, so that the crime scene can be
released. But how do investigators knowSurgical gloves ensure that genetic

If samples of dtrr can provide clues, then

material found an evidence does not what is relevant." almost anrrhtncz else at the scene may
came from the fingers of the searcher. potentially irnplcate a suspect. Collectini'

Beyond the obvious ever': single item that might possibly
Masks are worn here to protect The answer is nor always clear-cut. For be related to a crime would create
evidence, butsearchers routinely

example, when a crime has taken piace administrative chaos, and hide vital
use them for theirown safety when
handling biological material, outdoors, samples of soil and dirt can help clues in an avalanche of irrelevant

to place suspects at the scene, if matching data. But equally, if investigators are
A shoulder-to-shoulder fingertip samples are later found on their clothes or too selective, they overlook evidence
search 5 usuai!y practical only for '

shoes. In a rural location, soil may even that could lead to the solution of the
small crime scenes. hi more extensive

-
L

- niant material, such as pollen
.

i mc Training and
searches, sooctno is often widerand
searchers advance an foot or scv:.s. that can potentially pinpoint a searchers to strike a ba1nce Dcrwe'en

suspect's presence in time as well as space. collecting too much and too little.
Notes written at the crime scene
while the search is in progress are
much more valuable as evidence -

than information recalled from

memoryotaiater dote.

-p car :do em ding
of the crime scene is routine.

SHOULDER-TO-SHOULDER ,,

----:Polic-r search for evidence in Yorkshire,
England, where a woman's body was
fount! in a suitcase !n2001.
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SEARCHING FOR EVIDENCE

v usina hotorapnv. and paper themselves to a line search, in which evolution of analytical techniques. The
records to document cues on-srte. they Investigators stand in a straight line and must advanced DNA analysis methods

kDr biecis rhai:.an --on-rol :i-.e r c, o move forward together. A grid search cat-, match a Subject's idenuitv from a
mus: cc revd H.m the sceac covers the same area twice, with the microscopically small biological sample

searchers crossing first in one direction, recovered from the scene. But the march
Search methodology and then again at right angles to is useless if the sample is contaminated
Crn-s sod crime scenes are so diverse their original route. However, by the DNA of the searcher who found it.
chat c-very search demands an individual these methods are usually

approach. A murder that occurred impractical indoors, where.
indoors, for example, may require a very a room-by-room search -

localized search, but an explosion or is more -appropriate.
major accident can scatter evidence over

sers 'side area. Nevertheless, there are Recording evidence
.eneril rules that guide ill crime scene When artifacts or traces are
managers when planning a search. found that ma be linked to
The nature of the crime scene often the crime their location and

dictates the search order. Outdoor areas position are crucial. Before -
are searched first, because weather can thes are moved chev are

damage or destroy evidence. Public areas photographed. and their
are a higher priority, because they are position logged relative to - -
more difficult to secure than private fixed points 0f reference. This -

spaces. If the removal of a body cannot helps to reconstruct the crime
take place until the area around it is scene as a sketch, a solid model. SPECIAL SEARCHES k

searched, then that search is the priority. or-increasingly-a virtual Poor inaerwater -iscicra makes evidence hard to

earches of a suspects entry and exit model on a computer.
nd in ponds, lakes.. and vers Searches for djrjed

routes are more likely to produce results
den on dry 'and may recc-re iretoI detectors,

ncccnercmero c'id gaund-aeoerratino rado as
chan searchcs of peripheral areas. Preventing contamination as sn:e Cars, sha cisc heiO ra find drugs,

Finally, investigators methodcallv pack

Search patterns and record evidence for storage and later REMOVING EVIDENCEIn a similar way, search patterns are analysis. This handling and abeiing. and
c'lore,al J the cr mne scenc~ Larzl~ operi .t palnsrakng 15o~aiiori of_pvidence, has
areas, such as parks and £leds. cod .1 new irroortance with the --

I There are two main reasons for packing
and recording evidence methodically. dc-
Not only do the containers protect the
contents from contamination and natural

cecay, but they also help prove that
evidence has not been deliberately

,
A-49 removed added to or altered Evidence

containers are sealed in such a way
that tampering is obvious. Coupled
with careful record-keeping, this helps
establish the chain of custody -a list

everybody who handled the item
a 1sc-een or 'c"e .r' Ofl'
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