
 

Forens i c Sc i ence Case S tudy : Drugs A

(ANSWER QUEST IONS ON A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER)

Cases I & 2 Severa l , Pa t i en ts

The fo l l ow i ng scenar i o occurs a t the Coun t y Hosp i t a l where you are emp l oyed as tha t
hosp i t a l ' s chem i ca l dependency exper t . You have on l y one bed ava i l ab l e and two
pa t i en t s have been re f er red to you for t r i age and adm i ss i on .
The f i rs t pa t i en t i s a 26 year o l d hero i n add i c t . He has a l l the symp toms o f w i thdrawa l .
He has a runny nose , s tomach cramps , d i l a t ed pup i l s , musc l e spasms , ch i l l s desp i t e
the warm wea ther , e l eva t ed hear t ra t e and b l ood pressure , and i s runn i ng a s l i gh t
t empera ture . As i de f rom w i thdrawa l symp toms , th i s man i s i n f a i r l y good phys i ca l
shape . He has no o ther adverse med i ca l prob l em and no psycho l og i ca l prob l ems . At
f i rs t he i s po l i t e and even charm i ng to you and the s t a f f . He ' s hop i ng you can j us t
g i ve h i m some " meds " to t i de h i m over un t i l he can see h i s regu l ar doc tor . However ,
he becomes angry and threa t en i ng to you and the s t a f f when you t e l l h i m you may
no t be ab l e to comp l y w i th h i s w i shes . He comp l a i ns abou t the poor serv i ce he ' s
been g i ven because he ' s an add i c t . He wan t s a bed and " meds " and i f you don ' t
prov i de one for h i m you are forc i ng h i m to go ou t and s t ea l and poss i b l y hur t
someone or , he w i l l probab l y j us t k i l l h i mse l f " because he can ' t go on any more i n h i s
presen t m i sery . " He a l so t e l l s you tha t he i s t ru l y ready to g i ve up h i s add i c t i on and
turn h i s l i f e around i f he ' s j us t g i ven a chance , some med i ca t i on , and a bed for
ton i gh t .
The second pa t i en t i s an o l der man i n h i s l a t e s i x t i es and i s a b i t d i sheve l ed i n
appearance . He i s accompan i ed by h i s l and l ady . The l and l ady t e l l s you tha t she
found h i m ear l i er th i s even i ng t ry i ng to en t er h i s apar tmen t door . He was swea t y , h i s
eyes where d i l a t ed , and h i s hands were t remb l i ng so bad l y tha t he cou l d no t ge t the
key i n the door . He kep t ca l l i ng her by ano ther name and say i ng he was t ry i ng to ge t
i n to h i s o f f i ce to do some work . She knows he re t i red years ago , has l i ved i n her

apar tmen t s for severa l years , and knows her rea l name . H i s b l ood / a l coho l l eve l i s l ow
and h i s speech i s no t s l ur red . He can cor rec t l y i den t i f y h i mse l f bu t , a l so appears
con fused . He i s unab l e to t e l l you the mon th or season . H i s nose and cheeks are red
w i th t i ny sp i der ve i ns and h i s s tomach d i s t ended and when he ext ends h i s hands ou t
i n f ron t o f h i m they are very t remu l ous. H i s demeanor i s po l i t e and apo l oge t i c to you
and the s t a f f . He t e l l s you he has never had a prob l em w i th a l coho l bu t scored h i gh
on the CAGE assessmen t t es t . He then adm i t s to an occas i ona l dr i nk every now and
then . He d i d have a f ew dr i nks ear l i er today bu t can ' t say exac t l y when . However , he
i s w i l l i ng to come i n to the hosp i t a l for a br i e f s t ay i f rea l l y though t i t was necessary .



 

Ques t i ons-Cases I and 2
1. Wha t pre l i m i nary Ax i s I d i agnos i s wou l d g i ve each o f your pa t i en t s and why? Use
the DSM IV
To l ook up the Ax i s I d i sorders and se l ec t one or two tha t bes t f i t the c l i n i ca l p i c ture .
2. Wha t , i f any , med i ca l danger (s) , do you see or shou l d you cons i der for e i ther
pa t i en t? Why?
3. Wha t t rans f erence and coun t er t rans f erence i ssues wou l d you expec t to be presen t
i n work i ng w i th Pa t i en t A? Wha t Trans f erence and coun t er t rans f erence i ssues m i gh t
presen t them w i th Pa t i en t B?
4 . F i na l l y , based on a l l the above i n forma t i on . Who ge t s the ava i l ab l e bed and why?
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