
 

Forens i c Sc i ence ; Case S tudy: Drug B

(ANSWER QUEST IONS ON A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER)

Case 3-Suzanne S.

Suzanne has come by the f ree " drop- i n " counse l i ng c l i n i c were you work to ge t some
In forma t i on and adv i ce . Suzanne i s a 22-year -o l d s i ng l e woman who has been l i v i ng

w i th her boy f r i end Jack i n Manha t t an ' s l ower eas t s i de for the l as t four years . She
and Jack have been hero i n add i c t s for as many years.
When Suzanne was 10 years o l d , her f a ther , whom she says was a very heavy
dr i nker , l e f t her mom and the k i ds and never came back . At 14 she s t ar t ed dr i nk i ng
and smok i ng mar i j uana . At 16 she had dropped ou t o f h i gh schoo l and a t 18 she
moved i n w i th Jack . He i n t roduced her to hero i n . She repor ts us i ng abou t a 1 / 2 gram
o f hero i n per day j us t to be ab l e to func t i on and f ee l com for t ab l e . In order to pay for
the hero i n and pay the ren t on the i r apar tmen t , Jack doesn ' t work ; i ns t ead , she works
the s t ree t s a t n i gh t . She usua l l y dr i nks four or f i ve beers each n i gh t be fore go i ng ou t
to work . I f she can ' t score enough hero i n , she w i l l t ry to score e i ther some Va l i um?
Or K l onop i n? To " t i de me over un t i l I can ge t some ' horse " She says she has t r i ed
coca i ne bu t , " I rea l l y d i dn ' t care for the h i gh a l l tha t much . "
Suzanne t e l l s you tha t the a l coho l and hero i n he l p to ca l m her nerves and ge t her

through the n i gh t . She and Jack are no t hav i ng sex a l l tha t much . When they do make
l ove he never wears a condom . He says tha t ' s wha t makes h i m d i f f eren t f rom her
" j ohn ' s " " Wh i ch i s t rue because I won ' t work w i thou t a condom . "

La t e l y she has no t i ced tha t her breas ts have become swo l l en and t enderer . She a l so
hasn ' t had her per i od i n the l as t 12 weeks. She i s pre t t y sure she i s pregnan t and
knows i t ' s her boy f r i end ' s baby . However she no t sure she can s top us i ng dope or
work to have the baby even though Jack wan t s her to keep i t . She rea l l y con fused a t
wha t she shou l d do and i s her ask i ng for you to he l p her make some dec i s i ons. Her
f r i end who works w i th her a t n i gh t to l d her no t to s top us i ng dope i f she i s pregnan t
" Because i t ' s worse for the baby than to keep us i ng . " " I j us t don ' t know wha t ! shou l d

do? "



 

Ques t i ons-Case 3
1. Wha t drug(s) does Suzanne seem to be mos t add i c t ed to?
2 . O f the drugs she i s abus i ng , wh i ch one (s) pose more o f a danger to w i thdraw
f rom? Why?
3. Wha t dangers do you see as you read th i s case? Wha t are the dangers for
Suzanne? Wha t are the dangers for the baby?
4. Wha t t rea tmen t op t i ons wou l d you o f f er Suzanne and why?
5. Wha t re f er ra l s wou l d you g i ve to her and i n wha t order?
6. I s her g i r l f r i end cor rec t i n her adv i ce for Suzanne no t to s top her hero i n use i f she
i s pregnan t? I f she i s , why?
7. Wha t l ega l i ssues are more than l i ke l y to presen t themse l ves i n th i s case i f she
dec i des to keep the ch i l d?
8. Do you see any " t rans f erence or coun t er - t rans f erence " i ssues tha t cou l d a f f ec t
your j udgmen t i n hand l i ng th i s case? P l ease exp l a i n?
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