
 

Forens i c Sc i ence : Case S tudy ; Drug C

(ANSWER QUEST IONS ON A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER)

Case 4Reese C . Reese i s an 18 year o l d s i ng l e ma l e who was born i n Los Ange l es ,
Ca l i forn i a , where he s t i l l l i ves w i th h i s mo ther and h i s bro ther . H i s dad i s a sa l es rep
and i s on the road dur i ng the week .

" When he ' s home on the weekend he j us t dr i nks and wa t ches the ba l l games on TV
When he ge t s drunk he ye l l s a t me and my mom and throws sh i t around the house .
He

Dr i nks a l l the t i me tha t he ' s home bu t he can ' t ho l d h i s booze . L i ke he ' s a to t a l

l i gh twe i gh t . Mom a l so dr i nks . Wa t ch ou t when they bo th ge t ' l i t . ' Man , the fur rea l l y
f l i es . We ' ve had the cops ou t severa l t i mes . I j us t t ake o f f when they st ar t ge t t i ng ' i n to
i t .

I s t ar t ed dr i nk i ng and smok i ng when I was 13 , i n the e i gh th grade . I t was a to t a l drag ,
no t tha t any o f the o ther grades were any be t t er , bu t a l l the k i ds were t a l k i ng abou t

h i gh schoo l and the c l asses they were go i ng to t ake , and me , I was j us t t ry i ng to

f i gure ou t where ! was gonna ge t money for my next pack o f c i gare t t es . Now I smoke
abou t a pack a day , p l us a coup l e o f j o i n t s too . I have a cup o f co f f ee i n the morn i ng
be fore schoo l and tha t ' s i t . At n i gh t I ' l l dr i nk 3 or 4 beers p l us a f ew sho t s o f vodka .
On the weekends i s when I rea l l y ge t down to par ty i ng .
I ' ve p l ayed around w i th l o t s o f s tu f f . You know , t ry i ng to see wha t ' s ou t there . I ' ve
t r i ed po t , coke , mesca l i ne , XTC , mushrooms . I ' ve even sho t up a f ew t i mes . I t ' s no b i g
dea l . When I ' m par ty i ng , I l i ke to m i x th i ngs up a b i t . Maybe do some t equ i l a and
mushrooms , depends on wha t ' s go i ng on and who ' s around . I f ! dr i nk too much I
b l ack ou t . I ' ve even OD ' d a f ew t i mes . Bu t , hey , i t wasn ' t any b i g dea l or no th i ng . I do
l i ke speed though . I f any drug i s my f avor i t e , as i de f rom c i gare t t es and co f f ee , i t ' d be

' speed . ' ! saw a doc tor when I was e i gh t . My fo l ks took me . They sa i d! was ou t o f
con t ro l .

The doc tor sa i d! had a t t en t i on de f i c i t d i sorder and gave me R i t a l i n? I t he l ped a l i t t l e ,
I guess . / don ' t know much abou t i t . R i gh t now , excep t for par ty i ng , I don ' t t ake any
med i ca t i on . Then there ' s my bro ther , a comp l e t e ma th ' geek ' . A l ways go t t en good
grades , never been i n t roub l e ; respons i b l e , dependab l e , and hea l thy and c l ean . He ' s
a paren t ' s we t dream and I ' m h i s ev i l tw i n bro ther / '



 

Ques t i ons-Case 4
1. Based on the i n forma t i on Reese gave you , wha t o ther i n forma t i on wou l d you
needs to de t erm i ne Reese ' s l eve l o f drug use?
2. Based on wha t Reese has to l d you , where wou l d you p l ace h i m on the Add i c t i on-
Compu l s i on Sca l e?
3. Wha t i n Reese ' s f am i l y h i s tory m i gh t l ead you to suspec t tha t there may be a
gene t i c componen t to h i s drug abuse prob l ems and shou l d be eva l ua t ed fur ther?
4. Wha t i n Reese ' s med i ca l h i s tory m i gh t l ead you to suspec t tha t he may have a dua l
d i agnos i s prob l em?
5. Wha t i n Reese ' s env i ronmen t m i gh t l ead you to be l i eve tha t env i ronmen t a l f ac tors
may a l so p l ay a ro l e i n h i s drug use?
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