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What is Forensics Again?

•Again, Forensic Science is the

application of Science to Both Criminal

and Civil Law!

•Investigators establish or exclude

association between a suspect and a

victim or a crime How? •We search

for trace material

•But, what is trace material?





Basic Crime Scene Procedures

•Physical Evidence recognition

•Documentation

• PROPER COLLECTION AND CHAIN OF
POSSESSION

•Remember- this is where OJ’s team tore the
case apart- they could not beat the evidence,
so they showed how the collection  of the
evidence was compromised



•
 

Packaging

• 

  Preservation

• 

  Scene reconstruction

•
 

Once this is done, a written report is made
of the investigators initial conclusions 

  

- 

  yes,
the scientific method strikes again!

 













III. Linkage of persons, scenes and objects

•
 Locard's Exchange Principle -

•
 Whenever two objects come into contact with each
other, a mutual exchange of materials will take
place between them
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Physical evidence
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Michigan v. Tyler 

•In summation, we hold that an entry to fight
a fire requires no warrant, and that once in
the building, officials may remain there for a
reasonable time to investigate the cause of
the blaze.

•Thereafter, additional entries to investigate
the cause of the fire must be made pursuant
to the warrant procedures governing
administrative searches.



• Evidence of arson discovered in the courseof
such investigations is admissible at trial, but
if the investigating officials find probable
cause to believe that arson has occurred and
require further access to gather evidence for a
possible prosecution, they may obtain a
warrant.

•Only upon a traditional showing of probable
cause applicable to searches for evidence of
crime. United States v. Ventresca, 380 U.S. 102 
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•
 
Once fire is out, you can search, but if you leave,
you need a warrant

 

•
 May seize evidence in plain view

•
 Imminent destruction



Mincey v. Arizona

•
 All unreasonable search and seizures

•
 
Murder scene exception

•
 Ripping the  place up

•
 
Kept going back to the scene



Okay,  S o…..

•
 
What if a fire breaks out in my classroom?

•
 Can the arson investigator search my room?

•
 Can he/she come back tomorrow to search my
room?

 

•
 What can the investigator do while they are
for the warrant?

 



  



  



Rules of Evidence

• Best Evidence Rule

•
 Tests are NOT the means to the end, original
writing must be made to support what the evidence
says?

•
 Is the evidence relevant and reliable?

•
 What is its probative value?
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  D istinctive  C omponents of 
Crime Scene Management

• 1 .  Information Management

• 2 .  Manpower  Management

• 3 .  Technology Management

• 4 .  Logistics Management



  









Chain of Possession



  



• They claimed testing and contamination problems

• They made big deals out of small issues

• The race card

• The rhyme - it stuck



  



  



  



  





  



  



  



  



  





Questions or 
Comments




